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Azarbaycan saharlarinin
acarlart

illi  Azorbaycan Tarixi
Muzeyinin Silahlar va
Bayraqlar fondunun cox zongin,
tarixi cohotdon qiymatli vo unikal
kolleksiyast modvcuddur. Muze-
yin yarandig1 ilk giinden faaliyyat
gostoron bu fondun materiallari
icorisindo  toyinatina, qurulusu-
na vo mozmununa goro miixtolif
dovrloro vo xalglara moxsus si-
lah novleri, bazi Azarbaycan xan-
liglarmin  bayraqglari, dovletgilik
romzlori, eloco do bir sira Azarbay-
can soharlorinin agarlar1 saxlanilir.
Homin agarlarin bir gismi Rusi-
yanin Conubi Qafqaza yiiriiglori
zamani ¢ar ordusunun horbi
hissalori torofinden qonimet kimi
gotliriilmiis, diger qismi dinc yolla
alinmigdir. Bu gonimatler sonradan
1888-ci ildo Tiflisdo agilan Qafgaz
Horbi Tarix Muzeyino verilmisdi.
1924-cti ildo xtisusi dovlat
sarancamt ilo homin Muzeydos sax-
lanilan Azarbaycana aid material-
lar, o climlodon xanliqglara, ¢ar or-
dusunda xidmat edon azarbaycanl
generallara vo ayri-ayri miisolman
alaylarna  moxsus  bayraqlar,
hakimiyyst romzlori, eloco do
Azorbaycanin gohar vo galalarinin
acarlar1  Azorbaycan Dovlot
Muzeyinas (indiki Milli Azorbaycan
Tarixi Muzeyino) tohvil verilmisdir.
Insana xidmoat edon yiizlorlo
moigot ogyalart arasinda acgar
0z statusuna goro xiisusi yer tu-
tur. Kigik fiqurlu metal pargasi
olan agarin  doyori, ohomi-

Town Keys of Azerbaijan

In the Armour and Flags Fund
of the Azerbaijan National
History Museum, there is rich, his-
torically valuable and unique col-
lection of various artefacts. Oper-
ating since the very first day of the
Museum’s establishment, the Fund
houses weaponry from different
ages and states, flags and state
symbols of some of the Azerbaija-
ni khanates, as well as the keys of
several Azerbaijan towns. Back in
XIX century, these keys had been
captured as war trophies or tak-
en as part of the peace treaties by
the imperial Russian army during
their conquest of the South Cau-
casus region. Later, all these keys
were delivered to the Caucasus
Military History Museum which
was opened in Thbilisi in 1888.

In 1924, following the special
governmental decree, those arte-
facts from the Caucasus Military
History Museum which had rela-
tion with the history of Azerbai-
jan, were delivered to the Azer-
baijan State Museum (former
name of the Azerbaijan National
History Museum). Among oth-
ers, such artefacts included flags
of different Azerbaijani generals
and Muslim regiments — servants
of the Imperial Russian Army,
as well as symbols of Azerbaija-
ni states and keys of the different
towns and castles of Azerbaijan.

Keys take pride of place among
hundreds of the household stuffs



yyati onun dasidigi funksiya
baximindan 6nomlidir. Agarin sim-
volik hakimiyyat glicu onun aza-
dlig nisant kimi xiisusiyyatlorini
xarakterizo edir. Sohor-qalalarinin
acarlart homin dovriin ictimai-si-
yasi hadisolorini oks etdirir. Bu
baximdan toqdim olunan qala
acarlar1 Azorbaycanin orta oasrlor
dovriiniin, tarixi kegmisimizin
omanoti kimi ohomiyyat kosb edir.

Azorbaycan tarixon Oziiniin
tokrarsiz tobioti, coxasrlik tarixi,
miixtolif madoniyyatlori 6zlinds
birlogdiron adat-ononslori, zongin
sohorlori ilo soyyahlarin vo sal-
namogilorin  digqgotini ¢okmisdir.
Onlar 6z asarlorinds bu ecazkar di-
yar, onun qadim soharlori haqqin-
da maraqli molumatlar vermislor.
Bukletds sadalanan agarlar orta asr
Azorbaycan sohorlorinds dovlotei-

used by the mankind. Value and im-
portance of these actually small piec-
es of metal are explained by a func-
tion they serve. Historically, keys
symbolized power and indepen-
dence. Keys from the walled cities
can narrate a lot about socio-polit-
ical processes of the ages that they
symbolize. From the given view-
point, keys of the country’s for-
tresses present valuable heritage of
the medieval history of Azerbaijan.

Unique nature and ancient his-
tory of Azerbaijan, along with the
fact that historically it had been a
melting pot of the different cul-
tures, had always attracted atten-
tion of different travellers and
chroniclers, who eventually wrote
a lot of interesting information on
the country and its’ ancient cit-
ies. Keys that are described in the

Gonca saharinin agart

Key of Ganja town

lik tarixinin inkisafin1 oks etdirir.

Qodim Gonco  sohari tarixin
miixtolif morhalolorinde paytaxt
statusunu saxlamis, Azorbaycanin
godim dovlateilik vo miistaqillik
onanolorinin qorunmasinda mithiim
ohomiyyat kosb etmis, X asrdo

booklet characterize history of
the medieval cities of Azerbaijan.

In different times in the history,
ancient Ganja had benefited from
the capital status and played im-
portant role in preserving statehood
and state independence of Azerbai-



Arranin vo Saddadilerin paytaxti,
XI asrda Salcuq, XI-XIII asrlords
Azorbaycan Ataboylori  dovleti-
nin osas sohorlorindon olmusdur.

XVIII osrin ortalarinda Nadir
sahin 6liimiindon sonra Azarbaycan
orazisinds yaranan dovlst qurum-
larindan biri do paytaxtt Gonco
sohori olan Ganco xanligr idi. Bu
xanliga Murovdag silsilosinden
Kiir c¢aymadok olan torpaqlar,
Qarabag va Irovan xanliglari, Qa-
zax vo Somsaddil sultanliglar
vo Giirciistan orazisi sorhod idi.

Gonconin  xtisusilo  olveris-
li movgeds yerlosdiyini nozoro
alan Rusiya homin orazini or-
dunun dayagr kimi istifado
edorok, Azorbaycanin digor xan-
higlarm1 da isgal etmok ticlin
ilkin olaraq bu orazini se¢misdir.

Homin  dovrdo  Rusiyanin
Qafqazdaki bas komandani gen-
eral P.D.Sisianov Gonca xani
Cavad xana bir ne¢o dofo teslim
olmag1 toklif etso do, hor dofo
rodd cavabr alirdi. 1803-cii il
noyabrin 20-ds Tiflis istigamatin-
don Goncoyo dogru harokoto
baslayan rus ordusu dekabr ayinda
Gonco qalasina yetisdi. 3 yanvar
1804-cii ildo agir doyiisdon son-
ra qala alindi. Bu doytisdo Gonca
xan1 Cavad xan Ziyadoglu vo oglu
gohromancasimma holak oldular.

Rusiyanin  iggalindan  sonra
Gonco xanligl logv olundu vo adi
rus carl Aleksanrdin arvadi Yeli-
zavetanin ~ sorofine  doyisdirilorak
Yelizavetpol qoyuldu.  Xanligin
yerindo Yelizavetpol dairasi yaradildi.

jan. For example, it was a capital
of Arran and Shaddadid states in X,
one of the main cities of Seljuk em-
pire in XI and Azerbaijan Atabey
state in XII-XIII centuries A.D.

In the middle XVIII century,
the city became a capital of Ganja
khanate established in Azerbaijan
together with other small states
after Nadir shah’s death. Cover-
ing territories between Murovdagh
range and Kur, the khanate had
shared borders with Garabagh and
Iravan khanates, Gazakh and Sham-
saddil sultanates, and Georgia.

Due to advantageous geograph-
ic location of Ganja, Russia had
chosen it as a strategic lodgement
for invading all Azerbaijan khan-
ates, and therefore the city be-
came the first Azerbaijani khanate
to be conquered by Russians back
in the outset of the XIX century.

By that time, Javadkhan - the ruler
of Ganja khanate, had been repeated-
ly approached by P.D. Tsitsianov —
Russian Commander-in-Chief in the
Caucasus region, with an offer to sur-
render to the Russian Imperial Army.
All those offers were rejected, and on
November 20, 1803, Russian troops
had been dispatched from Tiflis and
sent to Ganja, reaching its’ walls in
December. The fortress fell on Jan-
uary 3, 1804, after a heavy combat
between Russian and khanate armies.
Both Javadkhan and his son died a
hero’s death in that remarkable battle.

After being conquered by the
Russian Empire, Ganja khanate had
been disintegrated and the city was
renamed as Yelizavetpol, as a trib-



Baki saharinin acart
Key of Baku town

XVII osrin  birinci  yarisin-
da Azorbaycanda yaranmis bir
sira miistoqil xanliqlardan  biri
do morkozi Baki sohori olan
Baki xanlig1 idi. Baki holo gqodim
zamanlardan Yaxin Sorq, Orta Asi-
ya vo digor qonsu Olkolorlo hom
doniz, hom do karvan yolu va-
sitosilo iqtisadi, modoni vo ticarat
olagolori  saxlamisdir. Mohkom
gala divarlar1 ilo ohato olunmus
Baki orta osrlorde Azarbaycanin
on alinmaz sohorlorindon biri idi.
Qala darvazalarinin  miidafiasi
vo sohorin asayisinin qorunmast
liclin galabayi cavabdeh idi. Qa-
labayinin xiisusi togkil olunmus
silahl1 dostosi foaliyyot gdstorir-
di. Sohar ohalisi qalanin tohliike-
sizliyinin tomin olunmasi {ig¢iin
xozinaya vergi o6doyirdi. Tosadiifi
deyil ki, olverisli cografi sorai-
ti, zongin tobii ehtiyatlari, strateji
ohomiyyatli liman sohori olan Baki
car Rusiyasinin da Conubi Qafqa-
zda mohkomlonmok planlarinda
xiisusi yer tuturdu. Bu miinasibatlo
general P.D.Sisianov 15 yanvar

ute to Yelizaveta - the spouse of Al-
exander I. The khanate’s territory
had been transformed into the Yeli-
zavetpol Governorate — adminis-
trative unit of the Russian Empire.

Another independent state es-
tablished in Azerbaijan at the first
half of XVIII century was Baku
khanate with a capital based in
Baku. From the ancient times, Baku
had maintained economic, cultural
and trade relations with a number
of states of the Middle East, Asia
and other regions. Surrounded by
a strong fortress, Baku used to
be one of the most unassailable
strongholds of Medieval Azerbai-
jan. Defence of the city walls and
maintenance of order in the town
itself used to be a responsibility of
Galabeyi—city governor assigned
by the Khan and having a special
troop under his command. Resi-
dents of Baku used to pay special
tax to maintain the town’s security.

Famous as a seaport town with
strategic geographic location and
rich natural resources, Baku took



1803-cii il tarixli gostorisindo
yazirdi: “Biz bilirik ki, Baki li-
mani rus ticarot doniz gomigiliyi
iclin no qodor goraklidir; bizim
nozarlorimizonabirsoharolmaqgdan
cox mohz buna goro yonslmisdir.
Baki sohori limami ile birlikdo
tobii movqgeyina goroe miinasib
imkan diison kimi bizim qosun-
larimiz  torofindon tutulmalidir.”

General P.Sisianovun bas¢iligi
ilo 1805-c1 ilds Baki xanlgina
hiicum edilir. Ilk hiicum ugur-
lu alinmasa da, ikinci hiicum
zamani Baki miihasiroye alinir.
Baki xam1  Hiiseynqulu xan
danisiglar aparmaq {i¢iin onunla
Qala gapisinin yaninda goriisdiiyii
zaman general P.Sisianov xanin
qardast oglu torofindon oldiiriliir.

General P.D.Sisianovun
oliimiindon sonra rus gosunlarinin
hiicumlar1 xiisusilo amansizlasdi.
1806-c1 il oktyabrin 3-do gener-
al Bulgakovun komandanliq et-
diyi rus qosunlari Darbandi olo
kecirdikdon sonra Bakiya hiicum
edir. Baki xan1 Hiiseynqulu xan
sohori vo onun ohalisini qoru-
maq moaqsadilo 6z niimayoands
heyatini xanligin bayragi, qa-
lanin acgarlar1 vo diiz-¢oroklo
Bulgakovun yanina gdndorir.
Beloliklo, Baki isgal olunur.
1813-cii ilda iso Giiliistan miiga-
vilosi ilo Baki xanliginin Rusi-
yaya birlagdirilmasi rasmilogdirilir.

special part in the Russia’s plans
to solidify in the South Caucasus
region. As was written by general
P.D. Tsitsianov in his decree from
January 15, 1803: “We fully un-
derstand how important the Baku
port is for the Russia’s maritime
shipping. Therefore, we must pay
special attention to Baku being
a marine port with very favour-
able natural conditions and stra-
tegic geographic location, and
our armies must conquer it at as
soon as the circumstances allow”.

In 1805, Tsitsianov had led the
Russian army’s Baku invasion.
While the first attack was success-
fully repelled, the troops managed
to encircle the town as a result of
the second assault. Pending this
success, Huseyngulu khan and
Tsitsianov met by the main city
gates to conduct negotiations, and
during that meeting Tsitsianov was
assassinated by the khan’s cousin.

After death of their leader,
Russians resumed their attempts
to conquer the fortress and did it
with special eagerness. On Octo-
ber 3, 1806, Russian troops led by
general Bulgakov had conquered
Darband and assaulted Baku.
Then, in order to protect the city
and its’ residents from a senseless
bloodshed, Huseyngulu khan had
sent Bulgakov a peace delegation.
with bread and salt, the khanate’s
flag and the keys of Baku. Occupa-
tion of Baku was finalized in 1813
by the Gulustan treaty, according
to which the khanate’s territory
was united with Russian empire.



Quba qalasinin acart
Key of Guba fortress

XVIII osrin  ortalarinda  Azor-
baycanin simal-qorbindo yaranmis
feodal dovlotlordon biri do Quba
xanlhg idi. 1759-cu ildo Darbond
xanlig1 da Quba xanligmin torkibino
daxil edilmisdir. Qarbdo Saki xanligi,
conubda Baki vo Samaxi xanlqlart
ilo hamsarhad olmus Quba xanlginin
markozi avvalco Xudat, 1735-ci ildon
Quba sohari idi. Quba sorq tisulu ilo
tikilmis divar vo galalarla méhkom-
londirilmis bir sohar idi. Xanliq iqti-
sadi inkisaf soviyyesino goro diger
Azarbaycan xanhqlarmdan forglonir-
di. Bunun osas sobabi xanhgmn ol-
verigli ~ cografi-igtisadi  mdvqgeds
yerlogsmosi, habelo Nadir xanin
yiiriislori zamanm Quba torpaglarinin
nisboton az ziyan ¢okmosi idi.

Xanliq Azerbaycant Dagistan,
Simali Qafgqaz vo Conubi Rusiya ilo
birlogdiron miihiim ticarst yolunun
tizorindo yerlosirdi. XVIII asrin ov-
vollorindo Salyan orazisi do Quba
xanlhigindan asih voziyyotds idi. Bu
dovrde Quba xanlig1 iqtisadi, her-
bi-siyasi baximdan Azarbaycanin
bir ¢ox xanlglarmdan dstiin idi vo
Olkonin siyasi hoyatinda miihtim rol

Guba khanate had been estab-
lished in the early XVIII century
in the northeastern part of Azer-
baijan. Since 1759, its’ jurisdiction
covered the territory of Darband
khanate, too. Having common
borders with Baku and Shamakhi
khanates in the south, Guba khan-
ate first had its’ capital based in
Khudat, and, since 1735, in Guba.
Guba used to present a town en-
closed in the oriental-style fortifi-
cations. If compared to the other
Azerbaijan khanates, Guba khan-
ate was distinguished for better
economic welfare, which was con-
ditioned by favourable geographic
location and the fact that the area
has not been much affected by the
Nadir shah’s military campaigns.

The khanate was situated on the
important trade route connecting
Azerbaijan with Dagestan, North-
ern Caucasus and Southern Russia.
At the beginning of XVIII centu-
ry even the territory of Salyan re-
mained under the Guba khanate’s
vassalage. At that time Guba was
one of the most powerful khanates




Rus qosunlarmmin Tabriza daxil olmasi
Russian troop s entrance to Tabriz

oynayirdr. 1806-c1 ildo Quba xan-
lig1 Rusiya torofinden alo kegirildi.
1810-cu ildo iso oyaloto cevrildi.

XV-XVII asrlords Tobriz Yaxin
Sargin miihiim sonatkarliq, ticarat
vo moadoniyyat moarkozlorindon
idi. Monbolordo homin ddvrds
Tabrizde 300 mindon artiq ohali-
nin yasadig1 haqqinda molumatlar
vardir. 1827-ci il oktyabr ayinda
Rusiya-iran miiharibasi zamani
Rusiya qosunu Tabrizi tutdu. 1828-
ci ildo imzalanmis Tiirkmongay
siilh miiqavilesino osason Tabriz
[ranin  hakimiyyotindo  qaldu.

XVIIT osrin 40-c1 illori-XIX
osrin ovvellorinds Conubi Azor-
baycan orazisindo morkozi Ordabil
sohori olmaqla Ordobil xanhgi
movecud olmusdur. Orazisi Talis,
Qaradag, Tobriz, Maraga vo Gi-
lan xanliqlar1 ilo hiidudlanirdi.
Xanhig1 feodal oyanlardan ibarot

of Azerbaijan, and played an im-
portant role in the country’s polit-
ical life. In 1806, the khanate had
beeninvaded by Russia, andin 1810
it was turned into the Guba Uyezd.

In XV-XVII centuries, Tabriz
used to be one of the most promi-
nent arts, trade and cultural centers
of the entire Middle East region.
According to sources, the city used
to have a population of over 300
thsd people. Russians invaded the
city in 1827 during Russian-Per-
sian war, butm according to 1828
Turkmenchay treaty, it had re-
mained under Persia’s jurisdiction.

Between 1740’s and early
19th century, there was the Ar-
debil khanate established in the
territory of Southern Azerbaijan.
Having common borders with
Talysh, Garadagh, Tabriz, Mar-
agha and Gilan khanates, the



Tabriz va Abasabad
qalalarinin acarlart
Keys of Tabriz
and Abasabad
fortresses

Ordabil soharinin
acart

Key of Ardabil town

divanxana idaro edirdi. Onun ii¢
min nofaorlik daimi qosunu var idi.

XVIII asrin ortalarina
yaxin Azarbaycan arazisindo qgodim
yurd yeri olan Susa yeni inkisaf
morholasing godom qoymusdu. Qa-
rabag hakimi Ponaholi xan orazini
diismanlorden qorumaq maqsadile
xanligin on strateji movqelorindo
miidafio qurgularinin tikintisino

state used to be managed by a
divankhana (council) of feuds.

In the middle of XVIII century,
new development period had start-
ed in Shusha - one of the ancient
places of Azerbaijan. In order to
protect the state from the enemies,
Panahali khan — the ruler of Ga-
rabagh khanate had launched the
construction of defensive fortifica-




Susa galasinin acarlart
Keys of Shusha fortress

basladi. 1748-ci ildo Bayat qalasi,
1752-ci ildo iso Sahbulaq galasi
insa edilmisdir. Lakin, Ponahali
xan miiharibolor dovriindo ohali-
nin sigimmasi liciin daha etibarli,
iic torofi sildinnm qayalarla ohato
olunmus ol¢atmaz dag yaylasinda
yeni bir gala ucaltmagi qorara aldi.
Yeni qala ilk illorde 6z banisinin
ad1 ilo “Ponahabad”, sonralar iso
“Susa” adlandirilmaga baslandi.

Mirza Camal Cavansir Qa-
rabagi Ponaholi xanin Qarabag
torpagini qorumaq mogsadilo Susa
galasini ucaltmasi barods yazarkon
homin gohor qaliqlarmi da xatir-
ladir: “Xanin bir ne¢o nofor bilici
vo molumatli adami gedib, qalanin
yerini vo otrafin1 yoxladilar. Qa-
lanin i¢inds iki-li¢ bulagdan basqa
axar su yox idi. Bu bulaglarin
suyu iso qala camaatina kifayot
etmirdi. Ona gors, quyu qazdirib,
miioyyon elodilor ki, buranin bir

11

tions in the region’s most strategic
locations, including Bayat castle
in 1748 and Shahbulag castle in
1752. Then, in order to offer better
protection to his people, he decided
to erect a brand-new fortress locat-
ed on hardly accessible mountain-
ous plateau surrounded by steep
cliffs on three of its’ sides. First
named after its’ founder, the for-
tress was later renamed to Shusha.

Narrating about construction
process of Shusha, Mirza Jamal
Javanshir Garabaghli wrote about
the fortress remains: “Several
knowledgeable and skilful people
from the Khan’s suite had visited
and studied the location proposed
for building a fortress. They found
that the area has only 2-3 sources
of spring water which would be
hardly enough to feed the fortress
residents. Searching for possible
solution, they had developed sev-




cox yerinda su quyulart qazmaq
miimkiindiir. Bu xabari marhum
Ponah xana catdirdilar. Xan se-
vinarak, bir ne¢o 6z yaxin adami
ilo buraya goldi, yerlo tanis olub,
ozmlo galanin tomslini qoydu”.
Tadricon qalanin atrafinda yasayis
mohallalari salinmis vo Susa 1756-
ci ildon 1823-ci ilodok Qarabag
xanligimmin  paytaxtt  olmusdur.

Rusiyanin isgalciliq planlari-
na Qarabag xanlig1 da daxil idi.
1805-ci ildo imzalanmis Kiirokgay
miigavilosino  goéro  Qarabag
xanligi  Rusiya Imperiyasinin
toaboliyini gobul etmisdi. 1806-
c1 ildo Ibrahimxolil xan &z ailo-
si ilo birlikdo c¢ar ordusu mayo-
ru Lisanevigin doastosi torofindon
qotlo yetirildi. 1813-cli il okty-
abrin 12-do imzalanmis Giiliistan
miiqavilosina  osason  Qarabag
xanliginin  Rusiya himayasino
kegmasi rosmon qobul edildi.

eral wells and realized that there
are many places in the area that
are suitable for well sinking. Hav-
ing learnt about this conclusion,
Panahali khan rejoiced, visited the
selected location and triumphally
laid the Shusha’s foundation”. Af-
ter the construction was over, new
residential blocks emerged around
the fortifications, and Shusha was
turned into the khanate’s capital, re-
maining as this from 1756 till 1823.

Garabagh khanate was on an in-
vasion agenda of the Russian Em-
pire, too. According to Kurakchay
treaty of 1805, the Khanate had be-
come the empire’s vassal. In 1806,
Ibrahimkhalil khan was assassinated
together with his family by a group
of the Russian soldiers led by major
Lisanevich. According to Gulustan
treaty of 1813, the territory of Ga-
rabagh khanate had been officially
integrated into the Russian empire.



